
DRY NEWYEAR EVE
FKSTFORTHED.C.

Celebration in Washington to

Be Greatly Curtailed.Bal¬
timore to Profit.

PLANS FOR TOMORROW

..Lo. the New Tear, reviving old de¬

sire*" makes this first New lear of the

National Capital under drouth condl
(ions for largely increased traffic on

the electric and steam roads between

this city and Baltimore, * or the fir

time since confetti was invented and

the blowing of tin horns became a

recognised Indoor sport for K-ew "i ear

eve. the hotels of the city have made

absolutely no preparations for cele¬

brating the demise of one year and the

advent of another. Therefore, numer¬

ous reservations have been made by
capital residents at the hostelrles of
the Maryland metropolis, where the
stuff that puts "pep" in celebrations is
still to be had and where the popping
of one or more corks is not as yet the
signal for a police raid.
Co-operation with the food adminis¬

tration in the saving: of foods is given
as one of the reasons for local hotels
failing to prepare for special obMrv-
ance of New "iear eve. At
the New Tear eve program, obser\ed
annually here for years, will be amane
the missing tonight, along -with the
cup that cheers, the flowing bowl. Ba
rtus, Ganymede.and the

,
1ne * 1,next-morning craving for ice wftter.

bromo seltzer and black coffee. Also,
the cake-and-wine and the e*1Bno*vesteryear. concomitants of all proper
observance of New Tear day itself will
be among: the "gone but not forgotten
tomorrow.

Noise Aplenty, of Course.
There will be noise aplenty, of

course, though the coal shortage and
Its effects on steajn boilers may bring
about a diminution of the whistle
blowing that in years gone ha* mark¬
ed the birth of a new year. Bells will
ring, however, and other jacket-producing devices will be worked as per
long-established precedent.
But there aren't going to be any New

Tear eve parties at the hotels, clubs
and other places of popular resort. J^t
us sing of the days that are gone. Mag¬
gie'; there will be little enough excuse
for warbling this eve of the glad New
^
Most of the churches of the city will

observe the occasion, howeverwith
¦watch night services. A huge K*ther-
jng is to be held in the new Billy Sun¬
day tabernacle, where several thousand
persons are expected to Join In singing
and devotional exercises ae the old year
dies and the new Is born.

....One of the "stated occasions or a
Now Tear day celebration In Washing¬
ton is to be tbe meeting of the Oldest
Inhabitants' Association, which Is to be
held at 11 o'clock at the old engine
house, southeast corner of lath and it
streets northwest.

Reception to Veterans.
At Confederate Memorial Hall a re¬

ception for all Confederate veterans and
members of their families Is to be held
tomorrow evening, beginning at 7:30
o'clock and continuing until 10 o clock.
A general Invitation to the public

has been Issued to be present at the
open house to be kept at national suf¬
frage headquarters from 3 to 9 p.m. to¬
morrow.
Tin T. it. C. A. is to keep open house

«ii day tomorrow, a program of ath-
letlo events in the gymnasium and a

swimming contest In the big pool being:
features.
The T. H C. A. Is also to .hold open

booee at its quarters, 14th and G
streets northwest, all day.
All st the city's patriotic organisa¬

tion* as well as all of the elubo, are
to keep open house tomorrow, with
¦eosrams varied according to the* char¬
acter of the organisations, but til par-tAlng largely of the spirit of patri¬
otism.
AO of the government departments

and other governmental activities will
bo closed during the day. practtcaJIy
all of these having closed at noon to¬
day.

EARTHQUAKE KILLS 1,000;
U. S. PLANS QUICK RELIEF

(Continued from First Page.)
the work of others. Everything In ruins
and beyond description as a result of
last night's shock. One hundred and
twenty-five thousand people are in the
streets. Farts of the country are very
cold and windy. Tents are needed bad¬
ly. Quito a number killed yesterday%r falling walls.

Sad Cms Begins Work.
Tfce machinery of the American Red

Cross bu been set in motion to re-1SiOTs the earthquake sufferers. In re¬
sponse to an appeal for assistance from
Alfred Clarke, chairman of the Red
Cross chapter at Guatemala City, a pre¬liminary appropriation of $10,000 has
been authorised for the purchase of re¬
lief supplies. Materials for temporaryshelters are being assembled, but mild-!
ness of the climate in the devastated
region minimizes fears of sufferinglikely to be caused by exposure.
At a gulf port large quantities of

flour, potatoes, crackers and other
staple foodstuffs, as well as disinfec¬
tants and stores of galvanized iron for
temporary buildings, already are beingloaded aboard a vessel to sail for Bar¬rios on the east coast of Guatemala.
As soon as news of the flrst quakereached Washington the Red Crosstabled an offer of assistance to thepresident of the republic. The American

minister also was asked to organize acommittee of relief workers among theAmerican residents. Further reliefplans will be made as soon as the re¬lief committee forwards a statement ofits

Belief Ship to Sail Thursday.
A shipload of Red Cross supplies con¬sisting of COO barrels of flour, quantitiesof clothing, disinfectants and generalfoodstuffs, will leave New OrleansThursday for Puerto Barrios. It willbe followed by a shipment of tents onanother vessel by the end of this week.Arrangements have been made by theRed Cross for the furnishing of allavailsble necessary supplies by theGuatemala chapter made up of Ameri¬

cans throughout tho republic- and di¬rected by Alfred Clark, general man¬
ager of the International railway atGuatemala City.

GROWTH or COAL EXPORTS.
V. a Increase* Supplies to CuuuU,

Gab* and Panama.
Steady Increase la coal exports dur¬

ing the last two years, despite an
equally stsady curtailment in fuel sup-
plles to South American countries In an
effort to handicap Germany's trade car-"

rled by neutral steamers. Is shown In
figures issued by the bureau of foreign
and domestic commerce.
Canada now is receiving the largest

Increase in fuel supplies with smaller
Increases going to Panama and Cuba.
Italy has received only 500,000 tons in
ten months this year, compared with
l.MMM last year.

The British all' board occupies nearly
tee rooms la tbe Hotel Cecil In London.
Tbe United States consumes more

sweets then any ether country to the

I

DENIES HUNS SEEK
"ONE PARTY PEACE"
German Delegate Asserts

Russ Factional Pact
Would Be Futile.

AWAIT RESTORED ORDER

TETBOGRAD, December .".0, Sunday.
.An interview with Admiral Keysey-
lingk, a member of the German delega
tion which arrived in Petrograd last
week, is published by the Den. In reply
to a statement of his interviewer that
tho bolshc viki constituted only one

party in Russia and were recognized by
a majority of the people, the admiral
saul:

.'That is a matter of your internal
politics which in no wise concerns us.

However, Germany would not wish to
conclude peaoo with only one party.
That is why we insisted that the dele¬
gates from Ukraine be admitted to the
peace negotiations at Brest-Litovsk.
"We have not declined to hear repre¬

sentatives of others in Russia, even of
other parties. We understand that a

durable peace is attainable only when
factional passions in Russia have been
allayed. Therefore, however much we

desire peace, we await the re-establish-
ment of order.'
The admiral denied the question of

peace was bound up with the constit¬
uent assembly.

Commission IStaids Union Premises.
The commission appointed to prevent

a counter revolution today raided the
premises of the union for defense of the
constituent assembly.
About a dozen arrests were made.
LONDON. December 31..The Times

prints a ions ietter from its Petrograd
correspondent, dated Saturday, which;
purports to substantiate the view that
the bolshevik revolt was managed by
Germany and that the movement is es-
sentially anti-national and anti-Rus-
sian The letter says: j"It is a notorious fact, and has been
proved by documents in possession of
the Kerensky government, that Ger-
many commissioned Lenine and gave
him money to go to Russia to sow dis-
affection in the Russian army."

New Clause Mystifies.
In addition to the points set forth in

yesterday's advices from Brest-Latovak
regarding the provisional agreement
between the representatives of Russia
and the central powers, another clause
is included, the precise meaning of
which is not clear. A Reuter dispatch
from Amsterdam gives the clause thus:
"It was agreed that both legally and

economically one country should not be
treated less favorably by another than
any third country which cannot appeal
to treaty rights."

The German wireless version or this
clause reads: "It was agreed that, re¬
specting all rights of intercourse and
economic relations, none of the coun¬
tries which is a party to the peace
arrangement shall be treated less fa¬
vorably than any outside country in
respect to which treaty rights do or
do not exist."

This probably is in effect the familiar
"most favored nation'' clause which
frequently is included in treaties.

A -J

Liberation of Prisoners,
Commerce, War Costs,

Gist of Peace Issues
BREST-LITOVSK, December 28. via

Berlin and London, December *<*.. Pro¬
visional agreement on a aerlea of im¬
portant points, including liberation of
war prisoners and resumption ft com¬
mercial relations, was reported today by
the delegates of Russia and the central
powers, in diacuasion of issues which, in
the event of a general peace, would have
to be settled among the nations repre¬
sented in the negotiation here. This
provisional discussion was terminated to¬
day. the basis of an agreement adopted
being reached under the reservation that
It was to be examined by the govern¬
ments represented by the delegates.
In respect of treaty relations, an un¬

derstanding was arrived at regarding the
restoration of the situation as It existed
when the war began.
It was provided that certain laws

adopted during the war shall be can¬
celled. and that those affected thereby
shall be restored to their previous rights
or indemnified. Rules In regard to pay¬
ment of war costs and damage were de-
.ned in greater detail. Provisions were
made concerning damages sustained by
civilians outside the war area.
An agreement in principle was reached

regarding the reciprocal liberation and re¬
turn to their homes of war prisoners and
interned civilians, and also for the re¬
turn of captured merchant vessels.

"End Economic Warfare."
Speedy resumption of diplomatic and

consular relations is embraced In the
understanding. It is set forth there shall
be immediate stoppage of economic
warfare, establishment of commercial
intercourse and the organized exchange
of commodities A substantial under¬
standing was arrived at on which the
basis of economic relations shall be;settled permanently. |Regarding the question of occupied
territory the Russians made the follow¬
ing proposal".
"In full accord with the public declara¬

tions of both the contracting parties
that they cherish no bellicose plans and
desire to conclude peace without an¬
nexations, Russia will withdraw her
troops from all parts of Austria. Hun¬
gary. Turkey and Persia occupied by
her, while the powers of the quadruple
alliance will withdraw theirs from Po¬
land. In accordance with the principles
of the Russian government, which has
declared the right of all people living
In Russia to self-determination, includ¬
ing even separation, the populations of
these districts wil be given an oppor¬
tunity within the shortest possible
period of deciding entirely and freely
the question of their union with one or
tlie other empire, or their formation into
independent slates.

Military to Fix Date.
"In this connection the presence of

anv troops, apart from national or local
militia, in the territories which are vot¬
ing shall not b>- permissible until this
question Is decided. The government
of these regions will remain In the
hands of representatives of the local
populations, elected democratically. The
date of evacuation and other circum¬
stances and the commencement of de-
moblixatlon of the army is to be fixed
by a special military committee."
Germany then proposed the followingform for the flr»t articles of a prelimi¬

nary treaty, which is to be concluded:
"First. Russia and Germany are to

declare the state of war at an end. Both
nations are resolved to live together in
the future in peace and friendship on
condition of complete reciprocity. Ger¬
many will be ready, as soon as peace
is concluded with Russia and the de¬
mobilization of the Russian armies has
been accomplished, to evacuate her
present positions in occupied Russian
territory, insofar as no different infer¬
ences result from article 2.

"Second. The Russian government,having, in accordance with its prin¬
ciples. proclaimed for all peoples, with¬
out exception, living within the Russian
empire, the right of self-determination,including complete separation, takes
oonlMiu* of tlte declelons expressingthe will of people demanding a full
state of independent and separationfxcat thyjftuislsn empire fee Poland,

Colon Theater n«* crowded with peo¬
ple when It collapsed and many are

reported killed.

Lithuania, Courland and portions of
Bethonla and Livonia.

%
Bar Military Pressure.

"The Russian government recognizes
that in the present circumstances these
manifestations must be regarded as

an expression of the will of the peoplo
and is ready to draw conclusions there¬
from. As in those districts to which
the foregoing stipulations apply, the
question of evacuation is not such as

provided for in article 1, a special com¬

mission shall discuss and fix the time
and other details in conformity and in
accordance with the Russian idea of
the necessary ratification by a plebis¬
cite on broad lines and without any
military pressure whatever of the al¬
ready existing proclamation of separa¬
tion."
The Austrian delegation made a sim¬

ilar statement.
The Russian delegation took cogni¬

zance of these statements and set forth
its standpoint, as follows:
"Our standpoint is that only such

manifestation of will ran be regarded
as a de facto expression of the will of
the people as results from a free vote
taken in the districts in question, with
the complete absence of foreign troops.
We therefore propose, and must insist
thereon, that a clearer and more pre¬
cise formulation of this point be made.
We consent, however, to the appoint¬
ment of a special commission for the
examination of technical conditions for
the realization of such referendums
and also for the fixing of a definite
time for evacuation.
"In view of the course which the ne¬

gotiations hitherto have taken, it may¬
be stated with satisfaction that regard¬
ing settlement of the most important
questions the views of the represented
powers tally in many points, while re¬
garding others the views approach
each other to such an extent that hope
for arriving at an agreement on the
latter points is well founded."

A Petrograd dispatch of Thursday
said the peace negotiations had been
postponed for ten days to give the
entente nations opportunity to indicate
whether they would participate. A mes¬
sage from Brest-Litovsk on the same
day spoke of the continuation of the
discussions, and apparently informal
negotiations are being carried on dur¬
ing the recess.

GERMANSCONCEDE
ENEMY SUCCESS

Austro-German Positions at
Monte Tomba Penetrated

by French Offensive.

BOCHE AIR RAID KILLS 13!
By tbr A&xocisted Pr**s.

ROME, December HI..In the Monte
Tomba region, on the northern
front, the French have captured
enemy positions between Osterla di
Monferena and Maranslne, the war

ofllce announces. They- also capture#
about 1,400 men and sixty machine
grama and seven cannon,

BERLIN, December 31. . French
forces on the northern Italian front yes¬
terday took the offensive.
In the afternoon the French infantry

penetrated portions of the Austro-Ger¬
man positions on Monte Tomba, the Ger¬
man general staff announced today.
VIENNA, December 31, via London..

Counter measures against the French
are in course of preparation in tho
Monte Tomba area, the war office an-

nounces.

Huns Kill 13, Injure 60,
Many of Them Women,

in Italian Air Raid'
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ITALIAN

ARMY IN NORTHERN* ITALY, Decem¬
ber 30..A large enemy fleet of air¬
planes participated in the air raid over

the city of Padua and nearby towns
on Friday night when thirteen persons
were killed and sixty wounded, the ma¬

jority of the latter being women. In
Padua the bombs fell in public squares,
near hotels, clubs and churches, and from
the manner in which the raid was carried
on unusual barbarism and personal bit¬
terness were shown.
A bright moonlight favored the raiders,

who operated over a. wide area, embrac¬
ing the cities of Treviso, Montebelluna,
jCastel Franco arid Padua. This squad-
ion first appeared over Padua ;tt 9 p.m
when a. deafeniiiK bombardment fairly
shook the c.ty. Kxplosions I -sin In the
[suburbs and gradually approached the
center of the city, where the .streets,
hotels and public places wt-re fillfd with
people.

Hits Famous Palace.
One bomb stru«k in the middle of the

main square, opening a huge crater and
killing one person and maiming many.
Another struck a wing of the famous
palace of Guistlniaml, near the St An¬
tonio Church, where the body of St. An¬
thony of Padua is burled, killing three
women, one of whom happened to be of
Austrian birth, and one the wife of an
Italian officer who had just arrived in
the city on a holiday leave.
The Carmelite church and seminarvalso were struck, and the oldest house inVenetia, dating from 1160. was damagedOne of the main hotels near the central

square and the Anglo-American club
were rendered uninhabitable from fallenplaster.
Two people were killed outright in frontof the club. A member of one of theforeign missions visiting the city while

going to his lodgings stumbled over tbeheadless body of a woman. Only sixsoldiers were among the seventy-threecasualties. The other oltieg within theraided area escaped with little or noOamafo, v

BUILDINGS IN GUATEMALA CITY LEVELED BY EARTHQUAKE.

Chairman Baldwin Appeals to
Public in Response to Com¬

plaints of Charges.

Complaints of housekeepers asking:
prices for rooms t^vond the means of
many of th*government employes com¬

ing here for war work prompted Wil¬
liam H. Baldwin, chairman of the Dis¬
trict council of defense, to appeal to

persons who have rooms vacant to offer
them at reasonable rates.
Y. W. C. A. workers, who are co¬

operating' with the District council in
locating rooms for the majority of the

young women, said today that ?o5 a

month for room and board, with two

girls in a room, has been considered a

fair price by nearly all the young
women who have come to them for
quarters. Where the young woman
wants a room alone. $40 a month has
been considered a fair price.
According to the Y. W. C. A. workers,

some the visiting women, especially
from the north, have considered these
prices ttnusually reasonable.
Mr. Baldwin said today that to save

time in sending applicants to rooms

which r«nt higher than they feel they
could afford, persons having rooms to
offer should state the price in sending
in the offer.

Next Few Months the Problem.
While offers of rooms are being sent

in now fa.st enough to meet the pres¬
ent demands, it is the next few months
to which the District council is looking
apprehensively. By March, the Civil
Service Commission states, 10,000 more
clerks will be here, and the District
council wants housekeepers to offer
their vacant rooms now, so that they
will be listed, inspected and ready for
occupancy as the newcomers arrive.
The establishment of the room bu¬

reau at 1321 New York avenue has been
temporarily halted, and until the loca¬
tion is definitely decided on offers of
rooms should be sent to the District
Council of Defense, room 502, District
building, giving all details of the
rooms offered.
Mr. Baldwin is making arrangements

with a man to run the bureau who has
had experience in similar work.

CROSSING POLICE BELIEVED.

Captains Come to Their Assistance
During' Cold Weather.

Police captains have come to the
relief of members of th<* crossing force
during the cold weather and made it
possible for them to exchange places
with members of the regular force.
Thoy are reuired to perform two

They are required to perform two
on street duty, where they are able
to get proper exercise.

Prior to last year no provision was

made for men on the regular and cross¬

ing force to relieve one another, but
such a provision was contained in an

act of Congress passed at that time,
and since then police captains have
come to the relief of the crossing men.

Strike of Phone Operators Averted.
BOSTON. Mas*.. Dec«rt"f 31-.All

danger of a strike of more than 2,000
operators of the New Esgland Tele¬
phone Company, in thl« city, was

averted last night through the inter¬
cession of Henry B. Kndlcott. executive
manager of the Massachiwett* commit*
tee on public safety.
Mr. Endlcott persuaded both sldea to

accept certain condition* to he an¬
nounced to a meeting of the operator^yeducadiy.

COURT TODE
UaUOR TEST CASE

Two Men Indicted for Bringing
Unmarked Intoxicants

Into District,

Does section 240 of the revised
statutes, forbidding the .shipment of in¬
toxicants into dry territory without the
contents of the retainer being plainly
indicated thereon, apply to the District
of Columbia? If so, docs it cover the

carrying of whisky and beer in suit
cases and hand satchels from Baltimore
to Washington?
These two questions have been sub-

mitted by United States Attorney
Laskey to the grand jury, and have
been answered by that body in the

affirmative, as shown by two indict-
1 ments returned today against Louis
Pappas, a Greek, and Robert Long, col¬
ored, who were among a number of
local residents taken Into custody by
the police and agents of the Department
of Justice on the night of November 27
last as they were leaving a train of the
Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis
railway at 15th and PI streets north¬
east. The cases are to be used for the
purpose of testing the applicability of|the law.
Attorneys Michael P. Mangan and

Robert I. Miller, representing the men.J
are expected to file a demurrer to the
indictments and the questions whether
a man may be his own consignor and
consignee and whether he engages in
interstate commerce when he brings a
few bottle® of "wet goods" on his per-
scn or in a suit c\*se on a common car-

jri^r into dry Washington will be
thrashed out before Justice Stafford in]
|Criminal Division J.

Indictments Are Identical.
The indictments against the two men

are identical. The one against Pap
pas charges that November 27. 1917,
he "knowingly and unlawfully did ship
from the state of Maryland, the said
state of Maryland being a state of the
United State*, into the District of
Columbia aforesaid, the said District
of Columbia being a district of the
United States, one certain package, to
wit, a hand satchel, containing cer¬
tain spirituous and intoxicating liquors,
to wit. one quart of whisky, one pint of
whisky, two quarts of wine and four
bottles of beer* without the said pack¬
age being so labeled on the outside
cover thereof as to plainly show the
name of the consignee, the nature of
its contents, and the quantity contained
therein: that is to say, the said Louis
Pappas then and there did ship t.he
said package containing the said1
spirituous and intoxicating liquors as jaforesaid, by carrying the same upon
his person and iri his immediate, actual
possession from the said state of
Maryland into the said District of Co¬
lumbia, while he. the said Louis Pap¬
pas, was a passenger on one of the
cars of the Washington. Baltimore
and Annapolis Klectrio Railroad Com¬
pany, a body corporate, a common
carrier, then and there engaged in in¬
terstate commerce between the said
state of Maryland and the said Dis¬
trict of Columbia; against the peace
and dignity of the United States of
America, and contrary to the form of
the statute thereof in such case made
and provided."

Indicted for Assault on Officer.
Assault on a, deputy United States

marshal in the pursuit of his official
duty is charged In an indictment re¬
turned against Arthur W. Smith, an
employe of the Norris Peters Company.
It is alleged that while Charles G.
Dempsey. a deputy marshal on duty at
the Municipal Court, was attempting to
serve a summons on another employe of
the company at the office of the corpo¬
ration. Smith "heat, ^wounded and ill
treated" the officer. The indictment
charges a simple assault which is ordi¬
narily handled in the Police Court, but,
because of the alleged attack on the
deputy marshal. United States Attorney
Laskey presented the matter to the

*'w"^nUr\V. BJasterday,. ttamuel C
Wheeler, Harrison Klnnler jnd LooU

t. pper.American Consulate.
Lower.-Central Railroad station.

TRAFFIC ON AMERICAN RAILS
PASSES FOUR BILLION MARK

CHICAGO. December 31..'Traffic on

j American railroads passed the four-
billion-doliar mark during the last
year for the first time in history, accord¬
ing- to figures compiled by the bureau
of railway news and statistics, made
public today. The figures are based
on official returns to the Interstate
Commerce Commission for the first ten
months of the year and on estimate®!
for the last two.
The gross receipts for the year were

placed at $4,188,227,185, a gain of
$<51,905,438 over 1916, but despite this
increase in business there was a de¬
crease of $91,876,158 in net Income.
The net income for 1917 was fl,022«-741.992. Advancing* cost of fuel, ma¬
terials and supplies, together with in¬

creased wages, are blamed for the loss
in net income.
Taxes for the year were $222,026,753.

an increase of $56,770,787, according
to the bureau's statistics. A steady
increase in taxes each month is shown.
Starting with $14,520,000 in January,
they reached $25,500,000 in September,when accruals under the new war
taxation became effective.
Operating: expenses were $2,943,458,-i 440, an Increase of $487,010,804 over

1916. Net operating income per mile
is placed at $3,948, a net return of 6.87
per cent on the capital invested. In
1916 the net income was $4»2tf, a return
of 6-46 per cent, according- to the bu¬
reau's report.
The bureau points out that the greatincrease In business was handled with

very little Increase in equipment. An
increase of 700 miles is shown in the
mileage.

TAKES CONGREGATION HOME
Although old Jack Frost put the heat-

iig apparatus of the Church of the
Ascension, 12th street and Massachu¬
setts avenue northwest, out of commis¬
sion yesterday, he did not prevent the
worshipers of the church from ob¬
serving: the Sabbath day. Nearly 200
members of the congregation assembled
in the home of the pastor. Rev. Dr. J.
Hennlngr Nelms, 1121 12th street, across
the street, and held services there.
When Dr. Nelms reached the church

and found it could not be heated hestationed a member of the congrega¬tion at the door and the people werenotified to go to Dr. Nelms* home. Dr.Nelms did not preach a sermon at thisservice but religious exercises wereheld and a choir sang:.The evening service was held at the
parsonage also, and many members ofthe congregation were present. Thesubject of the sermon was **I WishTou Good Liuak in the Name of theLord." interpreted from the Ith verseof the 12>th pes 1m.

URGES SUPPLY OF POTATOES
FOR EVERY TABLE EVERY DAY

Irish potatoes on every table In
America every day in the year is the
object of a campaign begun today by
the United States Food Administration.
Grocers will be asked to inaugurate a

"potato day" each week, selecting:
whatever day is slack in deliveries and
making* a special price. Fairly regu¬
lar purchases are to be urged on the
public, so that distribution will be
equal everywhere for the next Ave or

N. Vause are charged with a conspi¬
racy to conduct a bucket shop in an
indictment reported today by the
grand jury. The men are said to have
unlawfully combined and agreed to
keep a stockbroking office at 1418 H
street northwest, where certain con¬
tracts prohibited by the District code
were made respecting the purchase and
pale on margins of divers securities.
These contracts, it is alleged, were in¬
tended to be terminated according to
the, public market quotations on the
New York curb and were never in-
tended as actual and bona fide sales or
purchases.
As mMiy as twenty-one witnesses ap¬

peared before the grand jury to tell of
alleged "bucketing*' transactions with
the accused brokers.

First-Degree Murder Charged.
Murder in the first degree is charged

in indictments returned against Ray¬
mond Campbell for the death of John
Gordon November 9 last, and against
James McDowell for causing the death
of Octavia Bell September 21 last.
Manslaughter Is alleged against

Harry Grossman, operator of an auto*
mobile that caused the death of Wil¬
liam M. Rout July 9 last, and against
John H. Williams, another automobile
driver, whose machine Is said to have
killed Mary Taylor on Nichols avenue
June 23.

Eighty-Two Indictments Reported.
A total of eighty-two indictments were

reported by the grand jury which con¬
cluded its labors and was discharged with
the thanks of the court by Justice Staf¬
ford. The grand jurors ignored a charge
of housebreaking against Clarence Sim¬
mons and an allegation of adultery against
Maud Nalle and John M. Jones.
Other? accused and the charges

against them are:
Max Viner, destroying private prop,

erty; Max Rief, mayhem; Patrick
O'Brien and Clayton Chamberlain, Im¬
personating an offices: Peter HenryEll. embezzlement; **"-«-.-

abduction; Mary B<
Owls, abduction: John «

W. Hlggs sad Clarence ]

six months, relieving1 railroad conges¬tion and encouraging production of a.larger crop next spring.Improvements In potato growingmethods are being studied by the De¬partment of Agriculture. Germanyplants twice as many potatoes cs theUnited States and gets more thantwice as many bushels per tu:re."Geroianv's wise use of potatoeshelps her to hold out against the al¬lies," the food administration says, inurging that the enemy's own methodsbe turned against him.

breaking and larceny; Helen Baker,cruelty to child; Walter Johnson and
Herbert J. H&ugh. housebreaking and
larceny; Charles L. Skinner, falsepretenses: Arthur Seal and Jaoob Hoff¬
man. housebreaking and larceny; Gar-lut McClure, receiving stolen property;Calvin E. Sterner and Percy A. Clemen-
son, housebreaking and larceny; LeeBing. violating opium act; John E.Brunt, embexilement; John A. Free-wait, larceny from District of Colum¬bia: William Watkins, assult withdangerous weapon: Arthur Robinson,Joyriding: John Waiter Campbell, as¬sault with dangerous weapon; CharlesTillery. carnal knowledge: Her¬bert Lewis and John Richard Jack¬son. housebreaking and larceny:Herbert Lewis, housebreaking and lar¬ceny; Napoleon L. Wyche, violatingpostal laws; George Sullivan Scott, car¬nal knowledge; Thurman A. Brown andIsrael Henson, robbery and assault withdangerous weapon; Augustus J. Lam-bath, grand larceny and housebreakingand larceny; Robert Alexander, grandlarceny; Malachi Williams, receivingstolen property; Robert Price, house¬breaking and larceny: George Carter,assault with dangerous weapon; Eu¬gene Hawkins, housebreaking and lar¬ceny; Hugh EL Davis, false pretenses;Katie Louise Gross, abortion; AugustusJ. Lambath stnd Calvin E. Sterner,housebreaking and larceny; VaughnTodd, violating section 851 b; WilliamE. Brown, Albert Leo Hill, Wil¬liam G. Blackwell, Arthur Clark,John Wran, John A. Leuhrs, EugeneDriver, Altheus Robinson, Herbert A.Church, Edwin W. Saunders, GeorgeJohnson, Harry A. Hopkins. John M.Haywood. Paul Pardel. William Rose-borough and Hiram S. Taylor, non-sup¬port: Robert Price, housebreaking andlarceny; Everett B. Pratt and WalterFrank Noland, non-support; Annie Wil¬son. robbery; Eugene Hawkins, house¬breaking and larceny; & Landsmann,false pretenses; J. frank Allison, for¬gery; Edna Upas and Lottie Feu, as¬sault dangerous wesson; Mary M. Cole.fegyprat

EFFORT TO DISGUISE
PEACE FACTS SEEK

State Department Believes
Confidence of German Pub¬

lic Is Inspired.
State Department officials coriMai

that the German government is &*¦
tempting to disguise the facts behind
the peace negotiations at Brest-Litovak
by the widely circulated story that the
kaiser has delegated to Chancellor voa

Hertling the power to make peace. an*
that the pan-Germanic press is regard¬
ed by officials here as probably inspired
for the purpose of indicating the con¬
fidence of the public in Germany*#
power to dictate peace terms.
The story that the kaiser waa yleWU

ins: more power to his chancellor has
not been borne out by any facts re¬
ceived at the ?tate Department. The
only information that might serve as
the basis for such a report was a dis¬
patch from Copenhagen dated De¬
cember 2%. but referring- to a published
dispatch there under date of Decem¬
ber 21, in which it was reported that
the kaiser had given to the chancellor
his approval of the participation in
the peace conference of the delegates
chosen by the chancellor.
The State Department today was fltQlwithout any intimation, official or

otherwise, that this gov«»rnmeent's par*
ticipation in a peace conference is de¬
sired. Reports from Brest-Litovsk and
from Petrogrrad have left no doubt that
both Berlin and Petrograd were de¬
termined if possible to align America
and the co-bellijrerents in some peace
agreement, and the receipt of an offer,
either direct or indirect, would be n$
surprise. No official of this govern¬
ment has committed himself upon what
'reply would be made, but there has
been nothing: to Indicate that it would
be favorable. It has been indicated
that, unless it came through some of¬
ficial channel, it probably would brinff
forth nothingr more than formal ac¬
knowledgment.

ORDNANCEAGAIN
TOPIC AT INQUIRY

Gen. Crozier Reads Prepared
Statement Replying to Ma- '

chine Gun Inventor. J
The Senate war Inquiry again was

turned to the ordnance situation today
when Maj. Gen. Crozier wae permitted
to take the stand to reply to leueut
statements made by Col. Isaac Liewls,
inventor of the Lewis machine run. re¬
jected by the War Department in favor
of the Browning type.
Before beginning Gen. Crosier asked

to be put under oath, and then read *
prepared statement dealing first with
borrowing artillery from the allies for
Gen. Pershing's forces.
Desire to make America's force* of

actual ail on the fighting front as

soon as possible was a prime factor.
Gen. Crozier said, tn the artillery loan*
from France.

Correspondence Is Produced,
Correspondence was produced ta

which M. Tardieu of the French Mgh
commission asked the War Depart*
raent to order French artillery and tbsA
French deliveries exceeded the nrnnbe#
promised.
Conferences between beads of the Brit¬

ish. French and American governments
abroad regarding furnishing of artillery
to America's forces were recited by Gen.
Crozier. He produoed a letter from Gen.
Bliss, chief of staff, stating that British
and French munitions heads had formal¬
ly assured him that their artillery am!
ammunition production had so lncrease-1
that they would be able completely to
equip all American forces arriving abroa<l
in 1918.
"I'm not attempting to excuse the

situation that requires us to depend ou
our friends for heavy artillery." said Ge.i.
Crozier. "but the responsibility rests oa
the whole country ."

Told of the Need of Artillery.
How tie had during previous years

often asked Congress for larger ap¬
propriations for artillery, and that he
and other Army heads had many times
called the country's attention to the
need for more artillery, was related bjr
the general
"This la a. plain statement of the

case," said Gen. Crozier, citing one In¬
stance before the war In which a
"modest program" of artillery appro¬
priation calling for $1.200.000 was cut
by Congress to J310.000. No consider¬
able appropriation, he said, was made
for heavy artillery until 1916. Appro¬
priations in preceding years, he said,
were "absolutely inadequate."
Machine guns. Gen. Crozier said, were

never expected to become such an im¬
portant weapon, but the Germans, real¬
izing better than any one else their
great future, proceeded to secure them
in quantity.

.Explains Tests of !>ewis Guns.
Turning to the charges that prejudice

had kept the Lewis gun out of Ameri¬
can equipment. Gen. Crozier detailed
the official records of the department.
The first offer, to hia knowledge, was

received May 2, 1912, when the Auto¬
matic Arms Company asked for a spe¬
cial test. The correspondence showed
that the ordnance board offered a reg¬
ular teat with ammunition furnished by
the government. No test followed, but
on March 5, 1913, another Lewis gun
was offered for a test, which was held
at the Springfield arsenal.
The Vickers was adopted, however,

because the board's report showed the
Lewis gun jammed 206 times, had thlr'-
ty-flve parts broken and fifteen parts
required replacement, while the Vickers.
gun jammed only twenty-three times
and had no parts broken. The boaril
held the Lewis gun inferior to the
Vickers or Bennet-ileroier.
No other Lewis gun. Gen. Crozier said,

was submitted for .a test until April.
1916. The War Department previous!*'
asked for a Lewis gun to test, but the
Savage Arms Company stated none was
available.
In the April. 1916. tests. Gen. Crosier

said, the manufacturers withdrew the
suns, because It was said they ware
not in condition.
All the boards formed to test machine

runs. Gen. Crosier pointed out. were not
subject to his jurisdiction.
The board In the April. 1»1«, test

found the Lewis gun had many deaira-
ble features, and offered to again text
It when perfected. He produced a let¬
ter from President A. W. Borie of the
Savage Arms Company, stating that the
board's action had been "entirely un-
partlal."

Beading Cuts Out Fifty Trains.
PHILADELPHIA, December SI

The Philadelphia and Reading rail¬
way has announced the annulment
of more than fifty passenger trains, ef¬
fective tomorrow. Most of them are

locals, running between this city and
upstate points. The action, it was
¦tated. was taken to facilitate the bas¬
iling «f government material aad
WW* -
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